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The Art Devoted
to Fragrance

In the Renaissance, the
pomander flourished, no longer
serving solely as protection but
a true work of art. Crafted from
gold, silver, or gilded metals, and
adorned with enamel, pearls,
and precious stones such as
rubies, topaz and, emeralds.
Fragrance entered daily life, yet
remained in the possession of
the select few.

By the late 17th century, the
pomander returned to fashion in
new forms — as a small box, an
egg, or even a miniature book.
Inside, fabrics infused with
perfumes, porous woods, or
even locks of hair were placed as
tokens of atfection and good
fortune. No longer merely a
talisman against illness, the
pomander became a cherished
private object.

Worn by both men and women,
often hidden in folds of clothing
or hung around the neck, it
evolved into a sensual and
deeply personal object, woven
into both everyday rituals and
moments of intimacy.
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Some pomanders opened into segments
like a flower, revealing multiple
compartments for different scents in the
form of pastes or powders. Jewellery thus
became a layered symbol of freshness,
status, seduction, and health.
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Pomanders of the 16™ and 17" centuries
represent luxurious masterpieces of
Renaissance goldsmithing, crafted from
gold and silver. They were widespread
among the nobility and at royal courts,
where they embodied a union of luxury,
practicality, and symbolism.
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From Talisman to
Fashion Accessory

By the late 18th century, ladies
carried their vinaigrette boxes -
small containers for scented
vinegar — attached to a chatelaine,
an ornamental chain or series of
chains worn at the waist. By the
end of the 19th century, the
chatelaine often also held a small
bottle of smelling salts, used to
revive women who, constrained by
tight corsets, occasionally fainted.
Thus, the chatelaine was more
than an accessory - it was both an
elegant ornament and a practical
companion.

In the 20th century, smelling salts
fell out of fashion as liquid
perfumes gained popularity. Yet
perfumed jewellery did not
disappear. On the contrary, it
remained present, with major
jewellers - from Cartier to Tiffany
- creating and promoting diverse
forms of perfumed jewellery,
adapting them to contemporary
tastes and trends. Perfumed
lockets, pendants, and bracelets
continued to offer an elegant way
to wear one’s favourite scents,
uniting function with luxury.
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Pomanders of Queen Elizabeth | were
highly fashionable accessories during the
Tudor and Elizabethan periods. In 1864,
the perfumery Piesse & Lubin created a
faithful replica of the Queen’s pomander,
based on the original held in the
Kensington Museum. It contained six rare
fragrances and was sold as a luxurious
perfumed pendant.

A 19th-century gold pomander with a
perfume bottle, crafted in the style of the
mid-17th century and probably of French
origin. It features spring-loaded, stylised
petals that open to reveal twelve
vinaigrette compartments with sliding
perforated leaf-shaped grilles.

An early 17th-century pomander, made in
Germany from enamelled gold and
adorned with pearls.
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A silver vinaigrette pendant
with a scent container,
dating from the 18th century.
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